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April Benefi t for the Lay Centre in Washington DC
Thanks to supporters like you, The Friends of the Lay Centre at Foyer Unitas was able to 
sponsor an Annual Benefi t for the Lay Centre.  On Monday, 2 April, at Georgetown Visitation 
in Washington DC , more than 70 people gathered for a lecture by Rev. Donald Senior, CP, 
President of the Catholic Theological Union in Chicago , IL , and Member of the Pontifi cal 
Biblical Commission.  

Father Senior’s lecture was entitled “Living Together in the 21st Century: Biblical Wisdom for 
the Challenges Facing the World and the Church.”  The evening began with a Celebration of 
the Eucharist in the Chapel of the Visitation and concluded with a reception.

Upcoming Events
Please mark your calendar now and plan on 
joining us for one of the exciting programs 
planned for this spring and summer! For more 
information visit www.laycentre.org and to 
register contact us at: info@laycentre.org

Saturday, 26 May – Saturday, 2 June
Dining in the Kingdom: Unveiling the 
Transformative Power of the Eucharist. 
A study program on the history, theology 
and spirituality of the Eucharist with 
Rev. Lawrence Madden, SJ, Director of 
the Georgetown Center for the Liturgy 
in Washington, DC and Rev. Anthony 
McSweeney, SSS, Director of the Center 
Eucharistia in Rome.  

Friday, 15 June – Saturday, 16 June
Islam and Christianity in Dialogue Today: 
Possibilities and Challenges.
Dr. Sandra Keating, Assistant Professor of 
Theology at Providence College (Rhode 
Island, USA) and Member of the Commission 
for Dialogue with Islam of the Pontifi cal 
Council for Interreligious Dialogue, will 
guide a two day study program meant to 
introduce participants to the history and 
current status of dialogue so as to encourage 
a greater awareness of the conversation lived 
by members of both religious traditions in the 
modern world. 

Monday, 18 June – Saturday, 23 June
Third Annual Rome Seminar of the 
Association of Catholic Colleges and 
Universities. An annual seminar for trustees, 
administrators and key senior faculty of 
ACCU’s member institutions which offers 
an opportunity to explore the wealth of the 
spiritual legacy of the Catholic Church and 
a space for dialogue with offi cials from the 
Vatican. 

Thursday, 28 June – Wednesday, 4 July
Co-workers in the Vineyard of the Lord.
A study program on the history, theology and 
contemporary experiences of lay ecclesial 
ministry in the Church based on the US 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Document 
of the same title.  The week is being planned 
in conjunction with Dr. Rick McCord, 
Director of the USCCB’s Offi ce on Family, 
Laity, Women and Youth.
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Support is Just One Click Away

Please continue to support the work and mission of the Lay Centre by making an on-line 
gift. Click on   http://www.laycentre.org/support.htm     Thank you for your generosity.

Legacy Program
Learn more about possibilities to ensure 
that the Lay Centre’s mission continues 
in the years ahead through bequests, 
charitable trusts, annuities, and other 
deferred gifts with the National Catholic 
Community Foundation (NCCF-Friends of 
the Lay Centre).  Please contact Edward 
Robinson, President of the National Catholic 
Community Foundation at 1-800-757-2998 
or info@nccfcommunity.org   Thank you.

E-mail Update

To stay up to date on the news from Rome about the Lay Centre – from wherever you are 
– please send us updates to your e-mail address, mailing address or phone numbers.  
Changes and updates should be sent to info@laycentre.org 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
To open the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, an Ecumenical Lecture and Liturgy of the 
Word was held on Thursday, 18 January.  The lecture was given by Dr. Paul A. Crow, Affi liate 
Professor of Church History and Ecumenical Studies, Christian Theological Seminary (USA) 
and 2007 Tillard Chair Lecturer, at the University of St. Thomas Aquinas (Rome) was held 
Thursday 18 January, at the Centro Pro Unione. During that week also a small ecumenical 
delegation led by the Catholic bishop of Helsinki and one of the bishops of the Evangelical-
Lutheran Church in Finland came to Rome for the annual ecumenical celebration of the feast 
day of the patron of Finland, St. Henry.  Katri Tenhunen was invited by Józef Wróbel SCJ, 
Bishop of Helsinki, to participate in the dialogue.  

Pope Benedict XVI greets Katri Tenhunen during a private audience 
with the members of the Finnish Catholic-Lutheran delegation. 
Cardinal Walter Kasper, Prefect of the Pontifi cal Council for 
Promoting Christian Unity, and Bishop Józef Wróbel SCJ, of the 
Diocese of the Helsinki  present her to the pontiff. 
Photo: L’Osservatore Romano 2007 , used with permission.

Donna Orsuto reads one of the prayers of the faithful at the 
Celebration of sung Vespers at which Pope Benedict XVI 
presided at the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls at the end 
of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
Photo: L’Osservatore Romano 2007, used with permission.

Pope Benedict XVI received the group in 
private audience (see the picture above). 

On the last day of the week, Robert White 
and Donna Orsuto attended the Celebration 
of Sung Vespers at the Basilica of St. Paul 
Outside the Walls at which the pope 
presided to bring the week to closure.


